Regular City Council Meeting
June 17,2025, at 6 pm
Sturgeon Lake City Hall

The following council members were at the hall: Mayor Scott Helfman, Councilmember Todd Booker, Councilmember
Nick Dagel, Councilmember Ken Grey, and Councilmember Mark Noyes.

The following council members were absent: none.

The following city employees were present at the hall: Fire Chief Al Cekalla and City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra Osterdyk.
The following city staff members were absent:

Members of the public who were present: Judy Koch, Tom Koch, and Joseph Pelawa

Call to order: Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, Mayor Helfian called the Regular City Council Meeting to order
at 6:00 pm, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Fire Department Report
Fire Department Report: Fire Chief Cekalla reported the roof was leaking, with over half of the first bay impacted
during the last rain. This needs attention as it’s only getting worse. The estimated cost to replace the roof is approximately
$40,000.00.

Councilmember N. Dagel moved to get bids on having the fire hall roof inspected for repair, seconded by Councilmember
T. Booker. The motion carried with all members present voting in favor.

There were 12 calls for fire and medical in the previous month. An update was provided on the need for new trucks. One
exterior light being operational is a huge help. Mayor Helfman checked, and there is power to all six. The bid would
change them all to LED lights within the coming month. The Fire Department will cover half the cost of this update.

Councilmember N. Dagel motioned to accept the bid for $2.000 for installing new lights at the front of the fire hall.
seconded by Councilmember M. Noyes. The motion carried with a roll call vote, with all members present voting in favor.

An update was provided on the status of the Feasibility Study on financing the project with bonds, loans, and
congressional spending. More discussion and research are still being done, and information will follow.

In the 2026 Fire Contracts, the Fire Department needs to consider that snow plowing will be an expense they have to
cover, as we no longer have a public works employee. The 2026 rate increase is set for 5%. Contracts will be rewritten

for the June 24, 2025, meeting. Confirmation emails and calls have been sent to all townships to confirm attendance.

There were no applications for the Lakes and Pines Sturgeon Lake Small Cities Development Program Housing
Rehabilitation program.

The Fire Chief will look at the pump in storage, as it is possible that it can be sold.

Special Guests and Visitor Comments
No comments from special guests or visitors.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes for May 13, 2025, City Council Meeting were submitted for approval.

Councilmember T. Booker motioned to approve the May 13, 2025, City Council Meeting Minutes, seconded by
Councilmember N. Dagel. The motion carried with a rollcall vote, with all members present voting in favor.




Financial Report
Claims Paid: The Clerk/Treasurer presented the claims paid to the council. Any questions the council had about the
Claims Paid were answered satisfactorily by the Clerk/Treasurer.

Councilmember N. Dagel motioned to approve Claims Paid, seconded by Councilmember T. Booker. The motion carried
with a roll call vote. with all members present voting in favor.

Unpaid Claims: The Clerk/Treasurer presented the Unpaid Claims to the council. Any questions the council had about
the Unpaid Claims were answered satisfactorily by the Clerk/Treasurer.

Councilmember N. Dagel motioned to approve the Unpaid Claims, seconded by Councilmember T. Booker. The motion
carried with a roll call vote, with all members present voting in favor.

Financial Report/Review: The Clerk/Treasurer presented the Financial Report/Review. Any questions the council had
were answered satisfactorily by the Clerk/Treasurer.

Councilmember N. Dagel motioned to approve the Financial Report/Review, seconded by Councilmember T. Booker.
The motion carried with a roll call vote, with all members present voting in favor.

Reports of Departments
Park Committee: The Lion's Head has been installed, and grass seed has been put down around it. It will be removed and
stored during the winter. The Lions also donated the fence addition, which should be installed this week with the
reflective tape. The City of Sturgeon Lake received a $10,000 donation from the Sturgeon Lake Lions for building
repairs. The Sturgeon Lake Fire Department received a $3,000 donation.

Councilmember N. Dagel motioned to have a thank-you letter sent to the Sturgeon Lake Lions, seconded by
Councilmember K. Grey. The motion carried, with all members present voting in favor.

Public Works: Review of new Chlorinator pump quote from Vessco and discussion to get price for installation.
Estimated delivery is July 7-11, 2025

Councilmember M. Noyes motioned to approve the new Chlorinator pump and get a price for installation, seconded by
Councilmember N. Dagel. The motion carried, with all members present voting in favor.

On June 2, 2025, Lu Berry from MPCA was at the Wastewater Treatment Ponds to address concerns with the process and
treatment plant. Mayor Helfman and John Mikrot both went over items from one area to the other with her.

Mark mowed more on the roads. The question was asked whether previous councilmembers had the option to put in for
time to be paid. This is something to consider doing again. Is this done by an ordinance? How is the pay structured? Is
it minimum wage, or does the city set the wage? The City Clerk/Treasurer will check with our City Attorney for more
information

RIB Basin Sump discussion to collect sediment

Roads: Mike Buetow did a great job with the roads. A list of locations in need of additional class 5 gravel has been
provided. We had a couple of calls for chloride for the roads. This sticks to the cars, which causes them to rust.
Individuals can purchase this at the local feed store and put it out themselves in front of their properties if they want it on
the road. There is a hole in the blacktop by the park that needs a patch. Need to order another half pallet of patch as well
from TeamLab. General Andrews' brush pile needs to be pushed back after measuring 33’ and pushed back from there.

Solid Waste: Progress at Farm to Market Road, with the camper and trailer still there. Neighbors are happy. The camper
will need to go. The fence near the storage lockers is still a concern. The trailer at 9002 Royal will remain as it has tax.
liens. Eaton’s propeity is over the property lines.

Storage Facility: Two storage units are up for auction. The trim has been fixed, and the lightbulbs have been replaced in
the open storage units. Someone hit the building on the corner. Working to get the holiday lights off the ground and put
up on a brace so they are easier to take off and on each year. The Fire Department has three storage units, and one of
them has a smell of gas coming fiom it currently. [ need to investigate this more.

Water/Sewer Operator: Nothing additional to add that hasn’t already been covered.



Zoning: Two new building permits have been recently received. One needs additional information. One was issued for
a deck replacement

Mayor Helfman went through the subdivision update twice and has many questions. Schedule a working meeting before
the end of June. It can be extended for six months past the August deadline, but will need to start that process in July if
that is decided.

Councilmember K. Grey made a motion to hold a City Council Work Session Meeting for the Subdivision Moratorium
Workshop on June 24, 2025, after the Fire Contract Meeting, seconded by Councilmember N. Dagel. The motion carried,
with all members present voting in favor.

City Clerk/Treasurer: There is a known computer issue between Banyon and Microsoft updates, which has recently
caused major computer issues with lag and shutdown. Banyon is working on updates to correct the issues. Workarounds
are in place to try to help navigate the systems currently. Continue to work. Currently, we are working on two audits,
Work Comp and State, and the Budget.

Mayor: Nothing new at this time.

New Business
East Central Regional Development Commission 2026 Budget Mtg 6-23-25, Pine City, MN
[F Initiative Foundation 2026 Budget Donation Request denied.

Old Business
Subdivision Ordinance

Announcements

JUNE 2025

e City Hall will be closed on Thursday, June 19, in observance of Juneteenth Day

e The 2026 Fire Contract Meeting is June 24, 2025, at 6:00 pm

e The City Council Work Session Subdivision Meeting is scheduled for June 24, 2025
JULY 2025

e City Hall will be closed on Friday, July 4, in observance of Independence Day

e The next Regular City Council Meeting is July 15, 2025, at 6:00 pm

e The 2026 Budget Meeting is July 22, 2025, at 6:00 pm
AUGUST 2025

e 2025 National Night Out, August 5, more information to follow on June 17, 2025.

Adjournment
Councilmember K. Grey motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Councilmember N. Dagel. The motion carried
with all members present voting in favor. The meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
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